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UNIMED is a network of universities and research centres active 
in promoting Euro-Mediterranean academic cooperation. Our 
mission is to facilitate the Euro-Mediterranean dimension of 
university collaborations in order to enhance the scientific, 

cultural, social, and economic development of the region.
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UNIMED WEEK 
IN BRUSSELS
Education, research and innovation have an enormous transformational potential 
in our societies. Education and innovation systems, as the essential pillars for 
sustainable, inclusive and equitable societies, have a crucial role in promoting 
equal opportunities, equal access and build employability.

Since the Barcelona Euro-Mediterranean Conference in 1995, the EU has stepped 
up its efforts to achieve our shared objectives of a common area of peace and 
stability, shared prosperity and social, cultural and human partnership.

The international cooperation instruments made available by the EU have 
largely contributed to creating bridges among peoples and societies, reinforcing 
scientific dialogue, cultural cooperation, trust, and mutual understanding. EU 
instruments play a crucial role in building stable and effective relations among 
European and Southern Mediterranean countries, and education is central to 
the efforts of the European Union. Academic communities, students, faculty 
members, administrators, have benefited from a wide range of programmes 
promoting cooperation, mobility, research, capacity building.

The activities undertaken by the Euro-Mediterranean academic community show 
the value of encouraging and supporting this work, while also seeking more 
synergies in the light of the current multifaceted dynamics and challenges.

UNIMED is strongly committed to playing a major role in the region, integrating 
and synergising key initiatives in research, education, and innovation, as well as 
in supporting the political dialogue. Over the past 28 years, UNIMED has been 
engaged in small and large-scale initiatives to promote Euro-Mediterranean 
academic cooperation, contributing to scientific, cultural, social and economic 
collaboration.

The fourth edition of the UNIMED WEEK IN BRUSSELS seeks to propose a political 
reflection by the Euro-Mediterranean academic community on the relationships 
between European Institutions and the Mediterranean region, offering an 
opportunity for evaluation and revaluation of regional policies.

Concurrently, this event allows to improve the knowledge and use of EU-supported 
programmes in this field, facilitating the identification of further support needs.

The fourth edition of the UNIMED WEEK IN BRUSSELS is an opportunity to 
reinforce our common platform for dialogue, raise questions, develop our skills 
and ability to deal with issues of common concern, and identify steps for future 
cooperation in a constructive and positive atmosphere.
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19 March 2019
13:15-17:30
 
Meeting with the DG EAC 
Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture
The Erasmus+ programme

The DG EAC is the executive branch of the EU responsible for policy on education, 
culture, youth, languages, and sport. DG EAC also supports these issues through 
a variety of projects and programmes, notably Creative Europe and Erasmus+. 

Venue: DG EAC - Rue Joseph II 70, 1049 Brussels 

13:15-13:30   Registration of participants

13:30-13:45   Welcome speech
                          Claire Morel
                          Head of DG EAC International Cooperation Unit, European   
                          Commission

                          Francisco Matte Bon
                          UNIMED President and Rector of International University of
                          Rome (UNINT)

13:45-13:50   Introduction to the UNIMED WEEK
                          Marcello Scalisi
                          UNIMED Director

13:50-14:20   An overview of cooperation with South Med countries through  
                          Erasmus+ programme
                          German Bernal-Rios
                          Erasmus+ Coordination Unit, DG EAC, European Commission

14:20-14:35   The Erasmus Mundus Programme
                          Giampaolo Suriano
                          DG EAC, European Commission

14:35-14:50   The Jean Monnet Actions
                          Amaya Pérez de Albéniz
                          EACEA - Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency
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14:50-15:05   International Credit Mobility: contribution from the field
                          Filippo Sartor
                          International Relation Department, University of Bologna, Italy

15:05-15:15    Coffee Break 

15:15-15:30    Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange - Overview of achievements during
                          the first pilot year
                          Stephanie Siklossy
                          Project Manager of Search For Common Ground - SFCG

15:30-15:45   International Credit Mobility: Student-to-student support 
                          services as  drivers of quality student mobility
                          Joao Pinto
                          President of the Erasmus Students Network - ESN
  
                          Signing of the MoU between ESN and UNIMED 

15:45-16:00   Capacity Building: Practices on Curriculum Development from  
                          projects ILHAM and MAYA Master’s degrees
                          Luciano Gutierrez
                          Vice Rector of University of Sassari, Italy

16:00-16:15   Capacity Building: Overview on University Governance challenges. 
                          Perspectives from current projects on Governance: ESAGOV 
                          (Algeria), INSPIRE (Iraq), SAGESSE (Tunisia), UNIGOV 
                          (Palestine) 
                          Marcello Scalisi
                          UNIMED Director

16:15-16:45   Capacity Building: an overview on Refugees - The RESCUE 
                          project experience
                          Ashraf Shaqadan
                          Zarqa University, Jordan
                          Rund Hammoudi
                          University of Duhok, Iraq
                          Asma Chamly Helwani
                          Lebanese University, Lebanon
                          Catalina Paredero
                          University of Barcelona, Spain

16:45-17:15    Questions and debate

17:15-17:30    Conclusions

The working language will be English
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20 March 2019
09:15-17:00
 
The changing nature of crisis in the MENA region: The university perspective

International, regional and local crisis are highly affecting the MENA region by 
putting pression on local societies and highlighting tensions. The Syrian crisis is 
only the last humanitarian, political and war crisis that is changing region equi-
librium and aspect.  Additionally, it should be underlined how these crises are 
constantly changing: sometimes evolving, sometimes regressing. In both cases 
the crisis we were facing 7 or 4 or even 2 years ago it is not the same type of crisis 
we have to face, as Higher Education System practitioners and representatives, 
nowadays. 

It is necessary to observe and analyze the changing nature of these crisis (the 
Syrian war, the Yemeni scenario, Iraq instability, Libya post-war transition, only 
to mention few of them) in order to design fluid actions  able to adapt to constant-
ly and rapidly changing scenarios. Just to make one example: from the last year 
the Syrian refugees crisis is no longer considered and perceived only as human-
itarian crisis but the focus it is now on education and employability.  As UNHCR 
constantly repeated, the presence of Syrian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey 
and Iraq will last for the next 15 years. 

In North Africa Libya is experiencing a difficult transition from a condition of war 
to a post-war transition phase with all the related difficulties, ambiguities and 
problems. Yemen is almost forgotten and isolated from the rest of the Middle 
East with few reliable data and statistics available. Iraq seems to be more stable 
than in the past with huge needs in terms of Higher Education System reforms 
and capacity building. Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey are still under a huge societal 
pressure with all the related consequences for the local communities. 

For all these reasons there is always the need to know more on these HE reali-
ties and hear voices directly from the MENA region in order to put, around the 
same table, people with different perspectives that are, together, able to deeply 
understand the changing nature of this crisis situation and act accordingly. Uni-
versities, in this sense, play a crucial role by acting as social, political and institu-
tional actor for the benefit of the whole society. How to upscale already ongoing 
initiatives? How to adapt EU funded project activities (such as RESCUE) to these 
changing realities? What mid and long term scenarios do we have in front of us 
and we have to face together?

Venue: Apulia Region, fifth floor, Rue du Trône 62, 1050 Brussels 
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09:15-09:30   Registration of participants

09:30-10:30   Refugees in Middle East
                           Moderated by Raniero Chelli
                           UNIMED Senior Project Manager 

                           RESCUE Erasmus+ Capacity Building project – The partners                                                         
                           perspectives

                           The Lebanese scenario and its future perspectives 
                           Anwar Khawatarani
                           Lebanese International University, Lebanon
                           Rima Mattar
                           Université Saint-Esprit de Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon

                          The Jordan experience: from the camps to the University
                           Hani Mimi
                           Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan, Jordan
                           Mohammed al-Saoud
                           Yarmouk University, Jordan

                           Evidences from the RESCUE project: the R-SOS experience
                           Muhammad Abdqulqadir Duhoki 
                           Duhok Polytechnic University, Iraq

10:30-11:00    Witnesses from Azraq, Zaatari and Domiz 1 refugees camps 
                           Marco Di Donato
                           UNIMED Researcher, Italy
                           Nazim Irem 
                           Istanbul Aydin University, Turkey

11: 00-11:15    Coffee break

11:15-11:30     The EU experiences in HE in Europe: the inHERE project

11:30-11:50     Sophie Magennis 
                           UNHCR

11:50-12:10     An overview on other HE and other MENA crisis situations: 
                           The Libyan case

12:10-12:30     An overview on other HE and other MENA crisis situations:                                                                                    
                           The Yemen case

12:30-13:30    Debate
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13:30-14:30    Light lunch

From Horizon 2020 to Horizon Europe: Which opportunities for research in 
the Mediterranean region

14:30-14:55    From Horizon 2020 to Horizon Europe: strategies and 
                           opportunities for international cooperation 
                           Laura Hetel
                           DG Research and Innovation, European Commission

14:55-15:20    Migration Research in the Euro-Mediterranean Research area
                           Luca Lixi 
                           DG Research and Innovation, European Commission

15:20-15:45    The Bluemed initiative
                           Marta Iglesias
                           DG Research and Innovation, European Commission

15:45-16:10    Urban mobility
                           Patrick Mercier-Handisyde
                           DG Research and Innovation, European Commission

16:10-16:35    Gianluigi Di Bello
                           APRE -  Italian Agency for the Promotion of European Research

16:35-17:00    Overview on European Research Council 
                           Angela Liberatore
                           Head of Unit ERC Executive Agency

 

The working language will be English
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21 March 2019
09:00-12:00
 
Time to invest in an “Erasmus Mediterranean Generation”

In partnership with the Anna Lindh Foundation, and in the framework of the UN-
IMED Week Brussels, this event will explore youth-centered analysis of challeng-
es and opportunities concerning future programming for Euro-Mediterranean 
cultural cooperation. 
The European Commission is currently in the process of preparing the future 
multi-annual funding framework, with the European Parliament Culture Commit-
tee having adopted on 20 February 2019 its report on 2021-27 and calling for an 
Erasmus+ “truly open to everyone”. In this context, new social research and pilot 
programming carried out in recent months across Europe, the Middle East and 
North Africa points to the potential of youth-led cultural exchange as a powerful 
catalyst for international cooperation and for the creation of a “Mediterranean 
Generation” as an essential partner for dialogue and peace-building.
Key questions on how to therefore invest in an Erasmus Mediterranean Generation 
include: How to widen access to youth communities not traditionally engaged in 
Erasmus+ and the role of virtual exchange?  Are there emerging alternative ways 
of meaningful dialogue across cultures? What are the areas of converging inter-
ests among a millennial generation to the south and north of the Mediterranean? 
What are the political barriers and challenges to expanding at scale cultural mo-
bility?

Venue: Town Hall Europe, 5-6 Square des Meeus

09:00-09:30    Welcome and registration

09:30-10:30    Millennials, intercultural trends & the EU neighbourhood south

In recent years multilateral actors and member states have in-
creasingly recognised the central role of young women and men 
as central partners for renewed regional and international cooper-
ation in the face of shared challenges. At EU level this is reflected 
in a series of policy initiatives launched during this phase of the 
Commission, from the first Global Strategy to the new Europe-
an Neighbourhood Policy. This session will analyse new research 
on socio-cultural trends related to civil society participation and 
youth-led dialogue in the Euro-Mediterranean region carried out 
by the Anna Lindh Foundation with Ipsos-MORI, as the basis for 
transforming youth policy from debate into action. It will also 



UNIMED WEEK IN BRUSSELS 19-21 MARCH 2019

look at how investment in Mediterranean youth could be central 
to shaping alternative narratives of exchange and cooperation in 
the face of extremist discourses and growing polarisation among 
societies of the region.
Contributors include representatives from the European Exter-
nal Action Service and DG Neighbourhood along with: Elisabeth 
Guigou, President of the Anna Lindh Mediterranean Foundation 
for Dialogue, former Minister and Chair of the French National As-
sembly Foreign Affairs Committee (France); Professor Hmaid Ben 
Aziza, Secretary-General of UNIMED (Tunisia); Esmat Elsayed, 
Young Mediterranean Voices (YMV) and delegate to the Africa-EU 
Summit (Egypt); Paul Gillespie, Journalist, academic and mem-
ber of the intercultural research scientific committee; Leonidas 
Tezapsidis, Senior Adviser to the Managing Director Middle East 
& North Africa (MENA), European External Action Services, Euro-
pean Commission.

10:30-11:00    Break

11:00-12:00    Virtual exchange & widening access to young mediterranean
                            voices

Virtual exchange is a rapidly growing practice and field through 
which meaningful encounters take place between individuals or 
groups who are geographically or culturally separated with the 
support of educators and/or facilitators. During 2018/19, the first 
“Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange has been piloted at the Euro-Mediter-
ranean level, with initial impact data providing a basis for rethin-
king how future programming can widen access of cultural mobili-
ty opportunities and intercultural dialogue to hard-to-reach groups 
who do not traditionally benefit. This session will provide insights 
to the methodologies of Virtual Exchange based on the experience 
of the individuals and organisations on the frontline of this pione-
ering field. It will also explore how digitially-enabled intercultural 
exchange can support advocacy for enhanced investment in diver-
se cultural mobility schemes, and the types of intercultural deba-
tes that already taking place through virtual platforms. 
Contributors include representatives from the consortium for the 
European Commission Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange along with: 
Aissam Benaissa, Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange Online Debate Com-
munity Manager (Algeria); Sandra Melone, Senior Advisor to the 
President of Search for Common Ground; Sophie Schriever, Jour-
nalist at German TV chain ARD and contributor to the MENA Com-
mittee of European Youth Press (Germany).

The working language will be English
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ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES
UNIMED represents 118 members from 23 countries

ALBANIA 
• European University of Tirana
• Metropolitan University of Tirana
• University of Aleksandër Moisiu Durrës

ALGERIA
• University of Algiers 1
• University of El Oued
• University des Frères Mentouri-

Constantine 1
• University of 8 Mai 1945 Guelma
• University Larbi Ben M'Hidi d'Oum 

ElBouaghi
• University of Mohamed Khider Biskra
• University of Sétif 2

CYPRUS
• Cyprus University of Technology 
• Girne American University
• University of Cyprus

EGYPT
• Arab Academy for Science and 

Technology and Maritime Transport
• Damanhour University
• University of Alexandria
• University of Cairo
• University of Sadat City

FINLAND
• University of Tampere

FRANCE
• University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne 
• University of Rouen
• University of Strasbourg

GREECE
• National and Kapodistrian University  of  

Athens

IRAQ
• Duhok Polytechnic University 
• University of Duhok

ITALY
• Foro Italico University of Rome
• International University of 

Languageand Media
• International University of Rome 
• Link Campus University
• Marche Polytechnic University
• International Telematic University
• UNINETTUNO
• Pegaso Telematic University
• Politecnico di Torino
• Sapienza University of Rome
• University of Bari
• University of Bologna
• University Cà Foscari
• University of Cagliari
• University of Calabria
• University of Catania
• University for Foreigners of Perugia 
• University Mercatorum
• University of Messina
• University of Modena&Reggio Emilia 
• University of Padova
• University of Palermo
• University of Pavia
• University of Perugia
• University of Pisa
• University of Salento
• University of Sassari
• University of Siena
• University of Teramo
• University of Urbino

JORDAN
• Amman Arab University
• Princess Sumaya University for 

Technology
• University of Jordan
• University of Petra
• University of Yarmouk
• University Al-Ahliyya Amman

LEBANON
• Antonine University
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• Holy Spirit University of Kaslik
• International University of Beirut 
• Lebanese International University
• Lebanese University

LIBYA
• Azzaytuna University
• Libyan Academy Misurata 
• University of Aljufra
• University of Elmergib
• University of Gharyan
• University of Sabratha
• University of Sirte
• University of Tripoli

MOROCCO
• Euro-Mediterranean University of Fès
• Hassan II Institute of Agronomy & 

Veterinary Medicine
• International University of Rabat
• Mohammed V University
• University Ibn Tofail of Kenitra
• University of Sidi Mohamed Ben 

Abdellah of Fès

OMAN
• Middle East College

PALESTINE
• Al Quds Open University
• An-Najah National University
• Arab American University
• Islamic University of Gaza
• Palestine Ahliya University College 
• Palestine Technical University
• University Al-Aqsa
• University Al-Azhar
• University of Bethlehem
• University of Birzeit
• University College of Applied 

Sciences

PORTUGAL
• University of Evora
• University of Tras-os-Montes and Alto 

Douro

QATAR
• Doha Institute for Graduate Studies

SPAIN
• University of Barcelona 
• University of Girona
• University of Granada

SYRIA
• Academy of Health Sciences 
• Arab International University 
• Private University al Hawash 
• University of Al Andalus
• University Al- Baath
• University of Aleppo
• University of Damascus 
• University Tishreen

TUNISIA
• University of Carthage
• University of La Manouba 
• University of Monastir
• University of Sfax
• University of Sousse
• University of Tunis
• University Tunis El Manar 
• Virtual University of Tunis

TURKEY
• Bo  aziçi University
• Istanbul Aydin University
• Suleyman Demirel University

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
• Gulf Medical University YEMEN
• University of Aden

 
UNIMED - Mediterranean Universities Union 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele II, 244 | 00186 Rome (Italy) | Tel. +39 06 68581430 
unimed@uni-med.net | www.uni-med.net 
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UNIMED 
Mediterranean Universities Union

 

President
Francisco Matte Bon - Rector of International University of Rome, Italy 

Secretary General
Hmaid Ben Aziza - Former Rector of University of Tunis, Tunisia

Director
Marcello Scalisi

Senior Project Managers
Raniero Chelli - Silvia Marchionne - Anne-Laurence Pastorini - Cristina Stefanelli 

Assistant Project Managers
Federica De Giorgi - Eugenio Platania - Martina Zipoli

Communication Manager
Ermete Mariani

Communication Officers
Nathalie Clauter - Camille Limon - Marta Potenza - Emilia Stoduto (coordinator)

Director’s Assistant 
Ludovica De Benedetti

Administration International Projects
Michela Ornis - Paola Romano

Research Unit
Marco Di Donato

Consultants
Fabio Nascimbeni - Carmen Torres

Administration
Cinzia Generali (Supervisor) - Orlando Luca - Maria Teresa Petrilli 

Organization & Logistic Assistant
Federica Li Muli

Graphic Design
www.anteria.eu 
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